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Every year, the Tokyo National Museum holds a joint thematic exhibition ib:rb —C Zb J\ .7 d) <: ':/)
related to animals together with other institutions in Ueno. Along with the Ueno o s
Zoological Gardens and the National Museum of Nature and Science, we are J:gfgj]%.—( u; FAY AN RIS
proud to introduce this year’s thematic exhibition on baku. Baku are mythical on ke
creatures long known in East Asia who share a similar look with tapirs from the hi'@'o Ek‘ﬁ-%{iO—Cﬁmﬁ%ﬁ’\
mammal class. With elephant-like trunks, baku are believed to devour 5*%%%-@-0- E"( 12E L,
nightmares. This exhibition presents paintings and books, along with pillows and R
mirrors decorated with baku motifs used to ward off evil. Through g o = \ 3 N . BRIz (0H) RRENBHS
comparison with the real-life tapir, we invite you to explore the form T Y S S (ﬁ#ﬁﬁ’( E;kiﬂd; A bum&aﬁ)
and imagery of the legendary baku. TNM MBI TN ¢ Y | B EALE - SEEEES BF RS GLE RRETENE)
SH8E (2026) 58 12 B3 BUE-ERL: PAU—F B - BT RUABAAETBHEE RRETiemE
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The Image of Baku in Books
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Pillows with Mythical
Beasts Baku and Nandina
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