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National Treasure

Gigaku Masks

Historic Masks Passed Down at
Horyuji Temple

Japan has a rich history of masked drama.’Famous examples include:Noh and its comic counterpart
kyogen, which were both formally established.during the Muromachi period (1392-1573). Masks are
also a feature of bugaku, a form of dance drama that flourished at the imperial court from the medieval period

ohward. The origin of all Japan’s masked dramas, however, can be traced'to gigaku, a type of religious theateriintroduced
from mainland Asia in the early 7th century. Gigaku performances enjoyed immense popularity at Buddhist temples-across
Japan but were gradually replaced by other art forms during the medieval period. As a result, much about gigaku remains
unknown, including the content of its performances.

The Tokyo National Museum curreitly owns 31 gigaku masks: They:were originally preserved at Horyuji Temple, a
historic Buddhist site with close ties'to the revered statesman Prince Shotoku (574-622). The Museum’s masks.areamong
the oldest to have survived to present day. In recognition of their rarity and outstanding artistry, they have collectively
been designated a National Treasure. This pamphlet offers a close-up look at all 31 of the Museum’s masks.
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Gigaku'’s Arrival from Mainland Asia
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Gigaku Masks Designated a National Treasure
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Though little is known about the roles played in gigaku, their approximate names have been identified from inscriptions on masks and
historical sources. The only other clues about the kinds of stories told in gigaku performances are found in musical notation from t

he Kamakura period (1192-1333). That content is introduced here but presumably differs somewhat from

gigaku’s original form in the 7th century.
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Gigaku Characters

=7 E‘CG#%@Web‘bb\bhb\ﬁ%‘ca BIRDABIET . ﬁ%ﬁ%o)%@ly'ﬂéhﬁ.ﬁﬁ)‘(‘\bﬁﬁo)ﬂﬂb‘b?a?a‘ck%
YL TWET, EESPEASICEL SNERERROMERRIC L3 & 14B23EE—RE Lt & 5T, —BEH
HH3600, RETZREADEMHIZIIICHETVWTVET, EENLERICOVWTE.
HERBKOFEEBRERINZ3HOHE—DFLMDTHDH. HKXHLS

ZRLTVWS EHSNEITH—EBZDOAETZ

BAULET,

%ﬂimﬁﬁﬁxm&twﬂn‘ *m HsaxnzF Temple Patron Accompanied by Children

EHZ2NSZHNTRNET . FREEEXIBLERT  Thetaikofu mask represents an elderly man. He is accompanied by

L &S, — i MABINSE, T3 L LWWET, two childrep in taikoji masks, Perhaps his grandchildren. Together
they worship before a Buddhist altar.

o E#EMH‘%L‘:”E Guardian Who Punishes Evil Doers ﬁ“ R BIER->EE7PYPOEEELET, Inebriated King from West Asia

ﬁﬁ& BEALL %0)?*1‘\ SAT—HEBSNET, The suiko6 mask represents a carousing king from West Asia.

The suikoju masks are worn by his retainers, who appear
EEORELBID, BEERLILSTT, to have comprised a retinue of eight. These figures are believed to

have enacted a drinking party at the end of gigaku performances.
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ﬁn%@b‘%i’ﬁ@’ f"EEt LTHA bhéﬁ ey 055 . O%MCT When an evil doer wearing the konron mask attempts
L to seduce a court lady in the gojo mask, a guardian in

WaHhzEhte erck S5TT. BERRB.SEHLLMAPIPROAVLEER the rikishi mask appears to rescue her. Gojo (“woman

of Wu”) is the only female mask in gigaku.
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Gigaku Mask: Kongo [N-212]
FRSEF - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Suikoji [N-221]
FREBEF - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Baramon [N-230]
B - 7 14T | Asuka period, 7th century

Gigaku Mask: Kongo [N-213]
ZFRFER - 8tHE | Nara period, 8th century

Gigaku Mask: Suikoji [N-222]
FRBEFAR - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century

Gigaku Mask: Suikoo [N-231]
RB~FRREL - 8HHHE | Asuka-Nara period, 8th century
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The Thirty-One Masks in the Collection
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Gigaku Mask: Konron [N-214]
FRSEF - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Suikoju [N-223]
FREBEFE - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Suikoji [N-232]
RE~RREHL - 812 | Asuka—Nara period, 8th century
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Gigaku Mask: Karura [N-215]
FRBEAL - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Shishiko [N-224]
FREB~RREHK - 81HHZ | Asuka—Nara period, 8th century
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Gigaku Mask: Suikoji [N-233]

FRB~RREH - 81T | Asuka—Nara period, 8th century
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Painted camphor wood Painted dry lacquer
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Painted paulownia wood Camphor wood
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Gigaku Mask: Taikofu [N-216]
FRSEF - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Gojo [N-225]
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Gigaku Mask: Rikishi [N-234]
REML - 8142 | Nara period, 8th century

REB~FREHK - 8tHE | Asuka—Nara period, 8th century
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Gigaku Mask: Shishiko [N-208]
FRUBEAR - 74T | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Taikoji [N-217]
FRBEHAL - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Karura [N-226]
FRB~RREHL - 81HHZ | Asuka—-Nara period, 8th century
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Gigaku Mask: Suikoji [N-235]
FRB~ZRREH - 81T | Asuka-Nara period, 8th century
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Gigaku Mask: Chid6 [N-209]
FREEFE - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Taikoji [N-218]
FREBEF - 742 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Rikishi [N-227]
B - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Baramon [N-236]
REML - 8142 | Nara period, 8th century
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Gigaku Mask: Goko [N-210]
FRUBEAR - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Suikoo6 [N-219]
FRBEHAL - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Rikishi [N-228]
FREB~RREHK - 81HHE | Asuka-Nara period, 8th century
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Gigaku Mask: Suikoju (unfinished) [N-237]

RB~RRFA - 7~8HHE |
Asuka-Nara period, 7th-8th century
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Gigaku Mask: Gojo [N-211]
FRBEF - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Suikoju [N-220]
FREEFR - 7142 | Asuka period, 7th century
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Gigaku Mask: Kongo [N-229]
REB~FREHK - 8tHE | Asuka—Nara period, 8th century
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Gigaku Mask: Suikoju (unfinished) [N-238]
RE~RREFK - 7~8HHHE |
Asuka-Nara period, 7th-8th century
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Masks Brought Back to Life
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English, Chinese, and Korean.)
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Related videos are now available on
YouTube. (Available in Japanese,
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