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Buddhist mythology tells of fearsome guardians who defend the 

Buddha and his sacred teachings. The massive guardian gods shown 

here are avatars of Vajrapāṇi (The Holder of the Thunderbolt), the 

Buddha’s supernatural protector.

       These guardians originally stood at the entrance gate of Rendaiji, 

a Buddhist temple located northeast of Kyoto. Their muscular bodies, 

dynamic poses, and fearsome expressions were intended to repel the 

enemies of Buddhism. One guardian’s mouth is open while the other’s 

is closed, symbolizing the beginning and the end of the universe. The 

guardian on the right raises a vajra “thunderbolt” weapon. Despite its 

small size, it possesses the power to destroy evil and delusion.
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Guardian Gods
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Guardian Gods
Two sculptures
Heian period, 12th century
Wood with pigment
Guardian God with His Mouth Open: H. 279.0
Guardian God with His Mouth Closed: H. 275.5
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東京国立博物館 YouTubeチャンネルで
金剛力士立像の魅力を紹介中

「仁王像 ざっくり知る！
   東京国立博物館の金剛力士立像」

https://youtu.be/SxVvC4nrGpY

執筆：増田政史　企画：浅見龍介、丸山士郎、児島大輔、西木政統、増田政史　
撮影：藤瀬雄輔　修理写真提供：公益財団法人美術院
デザイン・印刷：能登印刷株式会社　編集・発行：東京国立博物館

令和 7年（2025）4月8日発行東京国立博物館金剛力士立像　

©2025 東京国立博物館　Tokyo National Museum
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吽形　修理中（解体）
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Buddhist mythology tells of fearsome guardians who defend the 

Buddha and his sacred teachings. The massive guardian gods shown 

here are avatars of Vajrapāṇi (The Holder of the Thunderbolt), the 

Buddha’s supernatural protector.

       These guardians originally stood at the entrance gate of Rendaiji,

a Buddhist temple located northeast of Kyoto. Their muscular bodies, 

dynamic poses, and fearsome expressions were intended to repel the 

enemies of Buddhism. One guardian’s mouth is open while the other’s 

is closed, symbolizing the beginning and the end of the universe. The

guardian on the right raises a vajra “thunderbolt” weapon. Despite its 

small size, it possesses the power to destroy evil and delusion.
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