Guardian Gods
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Buddhist mythology tells of fearsome guardians who defend the
Buddha and his sacred teachings. The massive guardian gods shown

here are avatars of Vajrapani (The Holder of the Thunderbolt), the
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Buddha’s supernatural protector.
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These guardians originally stood at the entrance gate of Rendaiji,
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a Buddhist temple located northeast of Kyoto. Their muscular bodies,
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dynamic poses, and fearsome expressions were intended to repel the
enemies of Buddhism. One guardian’s mouth is open while the other’s
is closed, symbolizing the beginning and the end of the universe. The

guardian on the right raises a vajra “thunderbolt” weapon. Despite its
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small size, it possesses the power to destroy evil and delusion.
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Guardian God with His Mouth Open: H. 279.0
Guardian God with His Mouth Closed: H. 275.5
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Heian period, 12th century

Guardian Gods
Two sculptures
Wood with pigment
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