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Happy New Year! 2025 is the Year of the Snake,
the sixth symbol in the Japanese zodiac. Snakes
are familiar to many people around the world,

yet their wide mouths and slithering movements
can still surprise us.

Since ancient times, these creatures have
been associated with mysterious powers due to
their ability to shed their skin and, in some cases,
their venomous bite. This exhibition showcases
depictions of snakes from various times and
places, revealing the diverse qualities people
have found in them — beauty, power, fascination,
and even cuteness.
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Volume 3 of Illustrated Origins of
Kiyomizu Temple
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