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Thematic Exhibition

Tokyo National Museum’s Western Book Collection 2
—Acquisition of Books in the Early Days of the Museum -

Tuesday, January 19 — Sunday, March 7, 2010 Room 16, Honkan
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When the present-day Tokyo National Museum was established
in 1872, it was greatly expected to become the key source of
knowledge to contribute to the modernization of the newly reformed
nation. For this purpose, the museum actively collected not only
artifacts and art objects but also books from Europe and the United
States that provided the latest information about natural science and
manufacturing techniques. It was especially in its earliest stages, at
the time when the responsibility for museum administration was
transferred successively between the educational(1872-75), internal
affairs(1875-81) and agricultural and commercial(1881-86)
ministries, that books concerning natural science, mineralogy,
agricultural science and engineering were avidly collected.

In a time without the information technologies that we have today,
collecting books from abroad came along with significant difficulties.
The books were gathered through various means, including exchange
with museums abroad, purchases made by government officials on
business trips, donations by museum curators from their own
collections, and purchases from foreign book dealers that had just
begun their businesses in Japan.

By looking into resources from the time, this exhibition pays
tribute to the museum’s efforts to attain knowledge through the
acquisition of Western books in the early Meiji period.
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1 U i (X4 1 KE> 27V 187314F WPED-94
Sammlung Architektonischer Entwiirfe 1 vol. K. F. Schinkel Berlin, 1873.

2 (G7A7 S A WA LY E LY L F74—2 18584 THTFE-148
A Description of the Building at South Kensington 1 vol. F. Fowke London, 1858.

3 SRR L R £ S R L RAT 18801F: X#106-697
Exhibition of Sculpture, Oil Paintings, and Drawings 1 vol. Museum of Fine Arts, Boston Boston, 1880.

4 RPVATIVT D LTt TIVIR—T 2 S 18654 X 106-673
Musée de Sculpture Antique 1 vol. Ermitage Impérial St. Petersburg, 1865.

5 (= 22311) L1k J ZRFVA 18694 THTFE-56
A Vocabulary of the Shanghai Dialect 1 vol. J. Edkins Shanghai, 1869.

6 CRIARDEEES] (FRAEREE) 1Tt Wlifi 2 4 (1869) X/ 830-509
English-Japanese Dictionary 1 vol. Shanghai, 1869 (Meiji 2).

7 WERrry i HUFTRR AL W1ih 5 4F (1872) X 830-520
An English and Japanese Dictionary 1 vol. Tokyo, 1872 (Meiji 5).

8 (B 4t L. 74vF 27 1860 4 e D-1
Bilder-Atlas zur Wissenschaftlich-Populiren Naturgeschichte 4 vols. L. Fitzinger Wien, 1860.

9 ko sy 3t J A —F 2Ry 1849 ¢ MW E-108
The Quadrupeds of North America 3vols.  J.Audubon New York, 1849.

10 (FERFH) L N. DT A%— 1867 F TEE-126
An American Dictionary of the English Language 1 vol. N. Webster Philadelphia, 1867.

11 Ak Lt CE.Fo<r 1855 4 Tivf D-43
Element der Mineralogie 1 vol. C. F. Naumann Leipzig, 1855.

12 (a—RY R Lt D. V—A%— 1870 4 T E-41
Myrs. Loudon’s First Book of Botany 1 vol. D. Wooster London, 1870.

13 QRARE =) Lttt PAYR—=VY 1866 4 PEE-10
Gardening for Profit:
a Guide to the Successful Cultivation of the Market and Family Garden 1 vol. P. Henderson New York, 1866.

14 CHIERWIO) 1t D. AU\~ 1869 4 T E-72
First Book of Indian Botany 1 vol. D. Oliver London, 1869.

15 CRIEFEAIFEY S 2VARRSEEH) 21t Za—I—IRERRES 1871-1872 4 il E-18
Second Annual Report of Board of Commissioners of
the Department of Public Parks 2 vols. New York, 1871-1872.

16 ULEBhEY LR 1ofmt B R 19 {itfd TE F-255
Bulletin Mensuel de la Société Impériale Zoologique d'Acclimation 10 vols. Paris, 19th century.

17 EHEESYIORE AR N) i EC.7Va7— 1865 4 TiTE E-16
A Guide to the Scientific Knowledge of Things Familiar 1 vol. E. C. Brewer London, 1865.

18 EDUDIDOHKGE 1t Fx—Fv 1864 4 it D-45
Naturgeschichte fiir die Jugend Beiderlei Geschlechts Tvol.  F Martin Stuttgart, 1864.

19 (i) Lt M. %=V 1873 4 W F-216
Cours de Routes et Ponts 1 vol. M. Mary Paris, 1873.

20 WRATLAEAIAER 1t Wit 17 4:(1884) fisk 376

21 (HEHIXIGE) il 1873 4F:bi ivE D-375
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