Room 6: Calligraphy
Transcription of the Lotus Sutra

N-12 Hokke-kyo (Lotus Sutra)

This scroll is from a complete eight-volume transcription of the Lotus Sutra on ramie paper that has been
dyed yellow. The transcription was made with the aid of faintly ruled lines of ink between the vertical
columns of text. Each vertical column contains exactly seventeen characters written in strong, bold
brushstrokes, though in a less meticulous hand than the methodical, precise calligraphy that typified the
Nara period (710-794). This discrepancy suggests that this transcription might actually be from the Heian

period (794-1192).
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