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Traditional Motifs
in Japanese Art:

Snow

Snow signals the arrival

of winter. Having been
featured on Japanese textiles,
lacquerware, metalwork, and ceramics since
the late 1300s, snow has graced everyday Japanese life, making it

a motif unique to Japan. Simplified motifs of snow falling from

the sky can be found from the 1500s, which later developed into

a snowflake design during the Edo period (1603-1868). Also

in the 1500s, motifs of snowy willow and snowy bamboo leaves
became popular, reflecting a Japanese sensibility that finds beauty
in the snow that had accumulated on plants on a winter morning.
Snowscapes, another common theme for Japanese paintings, were
also used as craft designs. Towards the end of the Edo period, Japan
began to be exposed to Western natural science; the shape of snow
crystals as viewed under a microscope was incorporated into designs
for textiles and other crafts. Decorating daily life with motifs of

the four seasons to appreciate nature is unique to the aesthetic
culture of Japan. Please enjoy the snowy motifs found in Japanese
decorative arts from the 1500s to the 1800s.
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Samurai's Coat (Dabuku) with Stripes and
Snowflakes on Gingko Leaves

Plain-weave silk with tie-dyeing and silver pigment
Azuchi-Momoyama period, 16th-17th century
Given to Yoshioka Hayato by Tokugawa Ieyasu
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Gift Cover (Fukusa) with Snowy Bamboo Leaves
within Snowflake

Silk satin damask (rinzu) with tie-dyeing and painting
Edo period, 17th century
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Formal Outer Kimono (Uchikake) with Snowscape
Plain-weave silk crepe (chirimen) with embroidery
and paste-resist dyeing (shiroage)

Edo period, 19th century
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Bowl with a Handle and Snowy
Bamboo Leaves
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Mushiage ware
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Kimono for Newborn (Ubugi) with Puppies,

Snowflakes, and Bamboo Leaves

Plain-weave silk crepe (chirimen) with embroidery

Edo period, 19th century; Formely owned by Noguchi Hikobei
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Noh Costume (Karaori) with Snowy Willows, Paulownias, Chrysanthemums, Wisterias, and Plum Trees € (ORHEZEH).
Twill-weave silk brocade with supplementary gold-weft patterning (karaori); Azuchi-Momoyama period, 16th century; Passed down by the Konparu Troupe e ke, TEss. M.
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kimono (Kosode) with Snowflakes, Bamboo Grass and Cherry Blossoms Silk damask (rinzu) with tie-dyeing; Edo period, 17th century LR SOMURLT T

HADEHEMN 5
R L AR 74 (2025) 1TA2H (A)~2A16H (H) A AR 14 5 T E25) 1R2RES

©2025 FHFEIEMEE  Tokyo National Museum






