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Hina Dolls of the Maekawa Family: A Look at Their Intricate Accessories
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Many families in Japan display elaborate dolls, called hina, for an
annual festival on March 3. These dolls express parents’ wishes for the
well-being of their daughters. This publication presents a set of hina
dolls formerly owned by the prominent Maekawa family.

This set of hina dolls includes an eleven-tier stand from the first
half of the 20th century, as well as miniature furniture, dining sets,
and other accessories. An inscription on a miniature chest notes the
accessories were made-to-order in 1860.

Another notable characteristic of this set is that the dolls were
made in Kyoto, while the furniture and accessories were made in Edo
(present-day Tokyo). The intricacy of the accessories reveals just how
accomplished Edo craftsman had become. The set has also survived
multiple natural disasters making its existence even more valuable.

Hina Dolls and Accessories Edo period, 1860 (Ansei 7) Gift of Ms. Maekawa Fujiko
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Hina Doll Accessories
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Three Sets of Hina Dolls
Representing the Emperor and Empress
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Hina Doll Accessories with Scenes from
The Tale of Genji, Chest
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Thematic Exhibition

Hina and Japanese Dolls

February 23 — March 21, 2021

Room 14, Japanese Gallery, Tokyo National Museum
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