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During most of the Edo period (1603-1868), movement between Japan and the
outside world was strictly regulated. Only some foreign delegations and merchant
ships could enter Japan, and Japanese people were not allowed to travel abroad.
Despite these restrictions, there was brisk trade between Japan and Europe. This led
to the emergence of arts and crafts in each region that were influenced by techniques
and forms of expression adopted from their remote trading counterparts.

The Tokyo National Museum is home to many valuable historical materials that
testify to this global exchange, such as Nanban lacquerware, Western-style paintings
and prints, and export ceramics. Its collection also includes Christian artifacts from
the Nagasaki Magistrate Office, documents once housed in the Siebold Collection,
and maps and Western literature transmitted through institutions related to the Edo
Shogunate, such as the Edo Castle Library and the Institute for the Study of Western
Books, where foreign books were translated and published in the mid-19th century.

This exhibition uses these items and other objects entrusted to our museum to
explore the exchanges between East and West that occurred during the Edo period.
With global borders currently locked down again, now is a good moment to revisit a
time when the people of Edo looked inquisitively overseas and began to assimilate

aspects of Western art, technology, and culture.
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Chest, with Flowers, Trees, Birds, and Animals

IR 1714

S—0v AR EIELN. PEEIFOE
B oOIE, AMEIE. e, B8, B ol
INTWS, IR RICEdE. RBT7Y
THLEE (EBETAOKR) pAKICE A
SN, TNERWCRBIA TV IEAVR
SHEBLTCEHHINDG LI ICH o7z, (K

154 ®Io, Pi2—u v Sicin % 3 L CR BB S 1 v + 7 —27 DT
% b7 b Lic KRR ok iE 16 REEHICZ BARICZZE D BFnic, Tl
XD, FEEFESUECF Y R MR EBMER DN, £ L TL7THFE DR I D4E
CRAT > FRT - ) —7 7 B Lieo Z0H. KI2504EIChH7eoC
HARRAZ v X% L TENMER-CEEAMRMZ 182050, i ER L
Fimz il Lo MEE R L FIBRE NS AICH->ThH HARIKCIE
PIEEDEMR XD 7e b &N, IEXEAMEBOANRLEEZR T Lz, (W)

% RS BV
o HLADEEL B~V T)
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South Seas Nautical Chart
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Large Jar with Figures Carrying Umbrellas
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