Records and Evaluation of Japanese Art:
Trajectory of Art Hlstorg Research Viewed tl’xrough Scholars’ Notebooks
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This thematic exhibition sheds light on the trajectory of art
history research in Japan. It aims to unveil how well-recognized
Japanese artworks were studied between the Meiji and Showa
eras, from the latter half of the 19th century to the end of the

20th century, through notebooks that scholars used to record
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their research findings, along with some actual artworks. Based
on their research, the scholars theorized about unknown details
of viewed artworks, such as the artists and the dates of creation,
and evaluated their own hypotheses. Through the records kept
by these scholars in their notebooks, visitors are invited to
re-appreciate the importance and enjoyment of looking closely

at artworks.
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A Peasant with an Ox

By Watanabe Shiko
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A Scene from The Tales of Ise

By Ogata Korin

Hirako Takurei
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© Detached Segment of Frolicking Animals

(known in Japanese as Chajii Giga)
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