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The Chinese Zodiac is also used in Japan, with
2020 being the Year of the Mouse. Today many
people see mice as pests, but a closer look at

Japan’s arts and stories reveals that these small
creatures played some very big roles. 3
In an ancient myth, for example, a wise v
mouse saved the god Okuninushi. Later stories
tell how mice are the servants of Daikokuten, one
of the Seven Gods of Good Fortune. Because
mice reproduce very quickly, they were also
symbols of families blessed with many children. A
All of these positive associations made mice a
a popular subject for art. This thematic exhibition
presents a selection of artworks from the
Museum collection that reveal the many faces of

mice. b
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Room T1 and T2, Honkan (Japanese Gallery), Tokyo National Museum
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Large Dish with a Mouse and Radish
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Bowl with a Wagtail
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Flowing Water, an Eboshi Cap, and Saddle
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Case (Inro) with Mice
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B - 19~201t#E

BEBKREK - S KFE

BLTOEFELT
Eohianke
B&roiE

Cat to Keep Mice Away
HiE%E

IR - 10142

2020 1 B2 BT

_N‘ﬁ BE ERRCTEIT F-R-hTa

e W OUEEN. MR R R, K B 3042 U4 X (B RRELISWEE) T A > - B - R BEREDRIMR S MRE - 1T - RREIEWAE 02020 RRELIEWE



