The Revived Beauty of Asuka and Nara Period Textiles:
Treasures from Horyuji Temple on View for the First Time
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Tuesday, August 19 — Monday, September 15, 2014

The Gallery of Horyuji Treasures Room 6,
Tokyo National Museum
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From fiscal year 2010 to 2013, Tokyo National Museum has conducted restoration
work of ancient textile fragments in the museum collection. The works derive from
Horyuji temple, Nara, and have been preserved between glass plates until then. This
exhibition introduces a selection of 53 works restored in FY 2012 and 2013.

The textile fragments were presumably part of the treasures gifted from Horyuji
to the imperial household, and were stored at this museum in 1882. Notable examples
include fragments of the Embroidery of Long Life in Heaven (Tenjukoku Shucho) tapestry
made in memory of Prince Shotoku, who died in 622. Canopy banner with white tiger
design on light brown ground is another important work, which is thought to be one of
the oldest paintings on silk found in Japan. Likewise, many works have significance that
cannot be seen even in the museum’s Horyuji Treasures collection. Hopefully, these works
would benefit studies in various fields. -".\
We hope visitors enjoy this opportunity to see the textiles from Horyuji, which previously : V f

have not been exhibited for conservation reasons.
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Pendent ornament for canopy, with flowers
in bead roundels design on red ground
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Cloth fragment, with flowering plants and birds design
in block printing on brown ground
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Cloth fragment, with dragons and lotus flowers design on gold ground
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Pendent ornament for canopy,
with painted white tiger and snake design on light brown ground
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Cloth fragment, with paired phoenixes and bead roundels design on light brown ground
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Embroidery, with dragons design on striped ground

B TE. WS RBEA-7IHERL

1-336-93

-k +’Cé"ﬁ‘c‘<7{ltiﬂ3t t%bh%@ﬁ%# @@T@&.E%Uﬁ’(
EHINTW5, V*‘)@?ﬁb“ﬁ%l’ﬁﬁﬁ L7 ﬁﬂﬁ(ifﬁlﬁmﬁt 3 mREEh
T'Eaﬂ)ﬁ%ﬁi”ﬂ#ﬁ@?ﬁ'ﬁgﬁﬁﬁégl BEonzflzBbe, BHTHEKRTH
%o bEIFHFRICRL ARTHONICRIAEABICHIZ > T3,

R RO BERR

AR UTARS SRR 124E (1937) EHE O 5 7 AL W IRETRAEF S T3 $ L5 B
LORNA FADH TRy BEI LI, A7 ANYALEL WL, EOH LR T & LT,
A AN AU RERIRD 2 AR BEL B KD IIED 0, Zhd RO FIRIE I E

BBz TOaZrDRsh T,

22 THEOBET IR A5 280 SO HL. EAFRERIEL A TRRETISTS L.
TS AW LONA UL, TR LD, PRS0 I AR AR O B, BT LY
I ko TRSAT U7 ORI b (ERAEOID, e 2R YO%EL s L HO Y

FOITAILDTEALIICHh R,

bir L hALAZER
IR

Fragment of Kanton
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Fragment of the Embroidery of Long Life in Heaven (Tenjukoku Shucho)
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Embroidery fragments
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Cloth fragment, with lateral stripes
design in assorted colors
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Red horara gauze fragment
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Cloth fragments, with bead roundels design
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