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6th Curatorial Exchange Program for Japanese Art Specialists in North American and European Museums
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International Symposium

Creating Diverse Narratives:
The Arts of Japan in European and North American Museums

2020.2.1 ) 10:00-17:20 (13 9:30)

Saturday, February 1, 2020 (Registration begins at 9:30)
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Heiseikan Auditorium, Tokyo National Museum
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Free of charge; prior application required;
simultaneous interpretation provided throughout
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Dr. Frank Feltens (Freer Gallery of Art)
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. . . (Director-General, National Museum of Ethnology)
Dr. Khanh Trinh (Museum Rietberg Zurich) ) . &
Narratives of Japanese Art in

European and North American Museums
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Mr. Masato Matsushima (Tokyo National Museum)
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Creating Diverse Narratives: The Arts of Japan in European and North American Museums
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In this age of global exchange, people, things, and
information are crossing national borders on an
unprecedented scale. People of diverse backgrounds are
visiting museums around the world, with each person
perceiving the art they encounter in different ways.
Moreover, the roles of museums are being reevaluated and
the definition of “Japanese” art is becoming more inclusive.
Narratives of Japanese art are also becoming more nuanced,
with many scholars sharing the view that because the arts
of Japan are so diverse and complex, they cannot be
explained through a few essential characteristics.

Generally, we may regard museums as places that create
narratives between past and present through physical
objects. Curators create exhibitions that are influenced by
their respective cultures and environments. Through these
exhibitions they interact with diverse audiences. Each
curator and visitor creates his or her own narrative of
Japanese art, yet none of these narratives is the single
“correct” one.

Through concrete examples of museum exhibitions and
the narratives they create, this symposium will provide an
opportunity to better understand the diversity and
complexity of Japanese art.
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10:00 BH4h 10:00 Introduction
10:15 FEFH8E 10:15 Keynote speech

Dr. Kenji Yoshida (National Museum of Ethnology)

11:15 ¥# 11:15 Presentations
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With an intermission
The order of the presentations may change without prior notice
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15:45 RFNATFT4AA YT av 15:45 Panel Discussion

Moderator: Ms. Satomi Kito (Tokyo National Museum)

17:20 #&7 17:20 Conclusion
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Please apply through the Tokyo National Museum website
(from the top page go to “Events” and click “Symposium”).

- The application deadline is December 27, 2019.
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- Applicants will receive an invitation to the symposium within two

weeks. Please contact us if you do not receive an invitation.

- Please note that we may not be able to accommodate your request

to join if seating reaches capacity.



