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Restoration of Yoshida Famlly Documents (Jodome) Restoration of a rubbing from an inscribed stone with a poem
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Restitution of Training Boat Kamome
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The training boat Kamome had belonged to the Marine Systems
Department of Takata Prefectural High School in Iwate Prefecture and
had been used for training people in aquaculture. The boat had been adrift
on the Pacific Ocean for about two years, and was found on a beach in the

city of Crescent in California, U.S.A. When shells that had adhered to the
boat were removed, the words “Takata High School,” which showed that
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it was a training boat of the school, were found on it. A fund-raising (Lo D;nglgrjj':E;rt{ii)EL& ¥F

campaign which had been set up by high school students in Crescent to

return the boat to the High School in Japan served as an impetus, and the

boat was returned to Rikuzentakata, to its home. This boat is a symbol of BESNIEBREEABROEES
the strong bonds between humans that go across national borders. (RIBHERHLIRAD
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Disaster Prevention and Networking

Obtaining the cooperation of various organizations and persons involved in cultural properties is a prerequisite to rescuing cultural properties. If the related
parties make efforts to maintain a network among them on a day-to-day basis, they will be able to establish a cooperative framework promptly at the time of
disasters. For that reason, the National Institute for Cultural Heritage established the Cultural Heritage Disaster Effects Prevention Network Promotion
Headquarters in September 2014. With the aim of establishing a rescue framework which can also treat cultural properties affected by large-scale disasters,
this Headquarters will endeavor to create a networked system to try to prevent cultural properties from being affected by disasters, while developing human
resources and engaging in the collection, analysis and dissemination of information.
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Wednesday, January 14 - Sunday, March 15, 2015
Tokyo National Museum, Honkan Room T2 & T4
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he great tsunami accompanying the Great East Japan Earthquake that

occurred on March 11, 2011 caused tremendous damage to cultural
properties which have supported cultures in the Tohoku (north-east Japan)
region. Salvaged cultural properties may change in color and deteriorate
rapidly because they have come into contact with sludge from the bottom of
the sea, various saprophytic bacteria contained in miscellaneous types of
domestic wastewater, and salt contained in seawater. Therefore, the substances
which came into contact with cultural properties and cause their deterioration
should be removed. This removal operation is called “stabilization treatment.”
Tokyo National Museum has been carrying out stabilization treatment and
repair work on cultural properties in cooperation with Rikuzentakata City
Museum, Iwate Prefectural Museum and other related organizations.
However, since some of these treatments require the development of new
technologies, it is said that it will take 10 years or more to complete the
treatments. This exhibition introduces the process of such stabilization and
repair treatments on affected cultural properties that have been carried out
for the past four years, their current situation, and efforts for the restoration.
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In disaster-affected facilities, debris and cultural properties are scattered in a mixed
manner. If the affected cultural properties are left untreated, they will deteriorate

rapidly. Therefore, they should be salvaged as soon as possible and transferred to safe
areas. Since such salvaging operation requires many hands for a short period of time,
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museums from all over Japan joined the activities. How fast we can salvage cultural
properties after disasters will greatly affect the subsequent treatment and storage
conditions.
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Cultural properties submerged in seawater may deteriorate rapidly because they are _{:
covered with sludge from the bottom of the sea, various saprophytic bacteria, and salt =\
contained in seawater. For that reason, the salvaged cultural properties will need to i
undergo stabilization treatment, cleaning treatment to stop deterioration, and then,
they will undergo full-scale treatment. In the city of Rikuzentakata overall, 460,000 l

materials out of 560,000 have been salvaged, and 160,000 have been subjected to
stabilization treatment. Only after undergoing the full-scale treatment subsequent to
the stabilization will the affected cultural properties be restored completely.

@ ’f% f_‘é‘: Storage

BH S e 3L s B BB 2 AT I » 128213, BRELBKTRE L
Lh6, DT oRRGHEPED 3T, P PBES 5T, BE
it e ACRF o8 U 7o BB 2 AMEE L ETIC ) 29, L LLdo,
B L 72 Ab i ORRESTIZ. AR L & - 2RO E 1 EosFIH & .
BB L L CRIFLERLIIBY 2¢A, REGHTICHE T 28908
PR L TR~ SRR PUE T AEHIBEIRC-TV LT,

After the salvaged cultural properties are stabilized, they are going to be stored in a safe
environment while undergoing full-scale treatment little by little. In addition to
repairing the cultural properties, maintaining the storage site in an environment
appropriate to the properties is also crucial work. However, in reality, buildings of closed
down schools and others are used for storing salvaged cultural properties. They are not
always appropriate facilities for this storage. Activities are continuing even now to
comprehend the features of buildings to be used as storage sites and to improve their
environment step by step.
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