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Armor
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Japanese armor was worn by samurai warriors in
‘ ‘ battle. That is why it contains many innovations to
make it strong, yet still allow flexible movement! In
order to showcase the samurai’s military prowess, it
was designed to be both resilient and elegant.
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Get Hands-On in the Plaza!
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Get hands-on with a touchable armor replica and feel its

weight and ease of movement for yourself.
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Try It in the Gallery!
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Try designing a helmet

however you like.
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*This suit of armor is not on display in the gallery.

You can touch some of its parts in Japanese Culture Plaza.
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Armor Production: MARUTAKE INDUSTRY CO., LTD.
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These are cutouts of the specially designed parts of the armor. Which photos are
enlargements of o through e ? As a reference, look closely at the armor in the
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Since a single solid plate would be too heavy, the armor was
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The plates are laced together with cords so that the

made lightweight by lacing together narrow plates

with gaps in between.

armor can bend with the body’s movements.
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The chains allow the armor

to bend and stretch.
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The Tokyo National Museum official
guidance app “TNM Art Guide” offers
interactive content that lets you
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“TNM from Home" is a website that lets you
enjoy content like videos and coloring at home. =]
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experience the multicolored ukiyo-e
printing process.

You can also watch a video explaining how to
make the paper model that you designed in
Japanese Culture Plaza.
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Japanese Culture Plaza
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Welcome to Japanese Culture Plaza!
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Japanese Culture Plaza is a place where you can experience the appeal
and joy of Japanese culture. You'll want to bring this worksheet with you
to the galleries as well. That way, you can have fun with Japanese culture
while looking at the actual works on display in the galleries!
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Second Floor
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Gallery Rules
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Walk slowly and look at the exhibits quietly.
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If you take notes, use a pencil.
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Don’t touch the artworks or display cases.



Lacquerware
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L Lacquer is made from the sap of the lacquer tree. It
is brushed onto vessels to coat them or used like a

glue to decorate vessels with other materials, such
as metallic powder or mother-of-pearl.
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Get Hands-On in the Plaza!
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Design your own original lacquerware box

using a touchscreen device.
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Try It in the Gallery!
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There are lots of lacquerware containers on display in the gallery.

If you could have just one, which would you want?
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What do you like about it? The shape? Color? Design?
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What would you put inside it, and where would you use it?
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i % Ukiyo-e refers to images depicting the lifestyles and
trends of people in Japan’'s Edo period (17th to 19th
century). Although these first consisted exclusively
of pictures hand-painted by an artist with a brush,
the technology of woodblock printing later made it
possible to print the same image many times.
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Get Hands-On in the Plaza!
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Brilliantly colored ukiyo-e prints are created by printing with different
woodblocks for each color in sequence. You can experience the colorful
ukiyo-e woodblock printing process for yourself by printing with a
series of five stamps.
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The UKiyo-e¢ Printmaking Team

Ukiyo-e woodblock prints are a collaborative effort by an artist who
creates the design and decides on the colors, a carver who cuts the
woodblocks into the design, and a printer who inks and presses the
woodblocks onto paper, all under the supervision of the publisher.
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Printer
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Photo Credit: The Adachi Foundation for the Preservation of Woodcut Printing

Kimonos
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The people of Japan’s Edo period were very stylish. They
enjoyed coordinating their outfits by checking the latest
designs in kimono fashion magazines.
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Try It in the Gallery!
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Each ukiyo-e woodblock print combines the skills of different artisans.

Let’s look for their incredible skills in the gallery.
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Find your favorite design and colors!
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Find fine lines such as hairs!
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Women at Various Hours of the Day: Hour of the Dragon, Important Cultural Property, By Kitagawa Utamaro / Edo
period, 18th century
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Find a gradation of ink from dark to light!
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“Shinagawa” from the Series Fifty-Three Stations of the Tokaido Road, By Utagawa Hiroshige / Edo period, 19th century
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available in the Plaza. You can take your time coloring one at home.
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Try It in the Gallery!
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This person looks like they are heading out somewhere.

Where are they going, and what will they do there? What's the
season and time of day? Imagine the answers to these questions
as you design a kimono perfect for their outing! Use the ukiyo-e
painting and prints, kimonos, hair ornaments, and other exhibits

in the gallery as a reference.
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Original Work: Cherry-Bl Viewing at By K huncho / Edo period, 18th century
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