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Insects show up all the time in Japanese arts and crafts. You might
spot them hiding among flowers or being chased by children. Wher-
ever they are, these little creatures help us feel closer to nature and
the changing seasons. Today, let’s look for insects in the museum
galleries. You’ll find them on kimonos, combs, dishes, and other
everyday items people used long ago.
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More insects are hiding in the other rooms
in the Honkan (Japanese Gallery)!
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“Fireflies in Ochiai” from the Series
Thirty-Six Celebrated Places of Edo

(Detail)
Room 10; June 17-July 21
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Snail-Shaped Water Dropper
Room 8; until August 3
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Noh Costume (Karaori) with Chrysanthemums,

Eulalia Grass, and Butterflies(Detail)
Room 9; June 24-August 24
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Set of Three Kinds of

Sword Fittings with Insects and

Flowering Plants (Detail)
Room 13; until June 15
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©2025 Tokyo National Museum

Searching for Insects In Arts aned Grafts
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Bowl with Butterflies
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May 20-July 6, 2025
Room 14 (First Floor) of the Honkan Japanese Gallery, Tokyo National Museum
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Summer Kimono (Katabira) with Orchids,
Fireflies, and Flowing Water
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Wind Instrument (Sho) with Bell Crickets and
Eulalia Grass, Named “Bell Cricket”
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Comb with Dragonflies




