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Thematic Exhibition

The Noh and Kyogen Masks of Kasuga Shrine in Seki
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Tokyo National Museum, Japanese Gallery, Room 14
July 20 — September 26, 2021

Seki in Gifu Prefecture was a thriving hub
of swordsmiths from ancient times. Seki’s
Kasuga Shrine served as the tutelary shrine
for these artisans. This display features Noh
masks, Kyogen masks and other masks passed
down through the shrine’s long history.

The masks are all masterpieces, though
Noh Mask: Jo (Waraijo) is particularly
worthy of note. The style of Noh masks was
formalized from early modern times, with
masks subsequently produced according
to fixed templates. The Waraijo mask is
different, though, with a striking originality
clearly apparent in the soft lips, the vivid
expressions, and the way the teeth have been
carved out one by one.
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Noh Mask: Okina (Kokushikijo)
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Noh Mask: Onna (Wakaonna)
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Noh Mask: Onna (Zs)
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Noh Mask: Otoko
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Noh Mask: Jo (Hanakobu-akujo)

=HETAGAC - 15 1H#T
F2~3HRER

11

R OVERO RO QFHKVE O 07 2 0ifm
P A D a0
EHOUBEOR Sm048° BHEHmI |+=<m L EREEED
1) BEIRA S
EOMLOR MK AN D& BIR HEORBEOIR

B0 D Wanetin
EHOWVED HRKONMEBEREVRONVS S5

HKiE (1 KHO) cEROER VLTS [REE]| S
FERERICN 0 DR I TR Mg IR S 420

O#E R (BFO)

EHTHAC - 15 14T
BIPRR

Noh Mask: Kishin (Shishiguchi)
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Noh Mask: Jo (Akujo)
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Noh Mask: Onrya ( Ja)
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Noh Mask: Otoko (Wakaotoko)
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